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England and Holland. He set himself to prevent
the danger. He had reason to know that,
although he was of the same age as Marlborough,
he had not much longer to live. If his life's
work of preserving the Dutch Republic against
the ambitions of France was to be continued, he
had to find a successor who would maintain the
Anglo-Dutch alliance. After toying with the
idea of remarriage, he chose instead to adopt a
chance which would take into full account the
feelings of the English ruling classes. Princess
Anne, the Protestant heir to the Throne, who had
an apparently healthy son in the Duke of
Gloucester, was a popular figure. Her friend
and adviser, Marlborough, was the best English
general. Whilst his intrigues were but the spite
born of thwarted ambition, his military genius
was enduring. His wife's intimacy with Anne
also made it certain that on William's death he
would be promoted to the highest offices in the
State. Moreover, Marlborough was classed as a
Tory and, with the ending of the war and after
the General Election of 1698, the Tories formed
the majority in the House of Commons. There-
fore, for calculable political reasons King William
chose Marlborough as his successor in the struggle
against France.

Marlborough, for his part, was careful to
neglect none of his contacts ; he kept up an
increasingly perfunctory correspondence with
the exiled Jacobites ; he supported the Tory Party
on all party questions ; and he again drew a
draft on Princess Anne's gratitude by pushing
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